Aim: How did political cartoons help to create a fear of communism in the 1920’s?
Do Now: Should we be afraid of terrorism?

If yes…




If no…

Why should we be afraid? 


Why should we not be afraid?

How afraid should we be?


Is there something else we should 

fear more than terrorism?

Discussion: Ask students to share their answers, and start with those who think “yes”. Allow the students who disagree to jump in, but get a few “yes” comments first, if there are any or more than one. Use this discussion to ask those who think “yes” if they can understand how people might not be afraid, while asking those who think “no” if they can see why some people would be afraid of terrorism.

Video Clip: South Park, 5 minutes and 30 seconds
Follow up: Explain that the show is a satire, which means it exaggerates certain ideas or actions to prove a point. Ask students “what is the point that South Park was trying to make?” Reference certain examples from the clip, such as the kids wearing gasmasks, the lockdown of the classrooms, the policeman checking students’ backpacks before they get on the bus, the mom watching the news all day long, the newsman saying “bad things are likely to happen”, etc.
Transition: Explain that while our generation is being told to fear terrorism, previous generations were told to fear communism. Their fear was most extreme during two periods in history, the early 1920’s and the early 1950’s, when many people who had radical ideas were arrested, deported, and even killed by the government for having their ideas. These two periods were each known as a “Red Scare” (scared of reds).

· Ask students to volunteer information they know or think they know about communism, and try to draw an explanation of it out of students. 
· But before it becomes a lecture or discussion about Communism, hand out the political cartoons and put each on the overhead. 

· Tell the students to try to figure out the main idea by themselves, in pairs, or in groups. 

· After two or three minutes, ask for a volunteer to give their explanation.

· After going over the two sample cartoons, hand out the cartoon with the multiple choice questions and tell the students that, again, they can work on it alone, in pairs, or in groups.
· Go over the answers to the multiple choice questions

Final thought: ask students to answer the AIM question in writing because you will collect it.
